Please read (at least) two books of your choice this summer.
This list is a collection of recommendations from sixth graders and the school librarian.
See the back of last page for the rest of your Summer Reading assignment

Alabama Moon by Watt Key
Ten-year-old Moon Blake is thrust into a
world of unknown when his "Pap" dies in
the Alabama wilderness. Though Moon's
contact with humans in the past has been
limited to occasional trips from the
mountains to the village, he is forced to
navigate alone without the opinions of his
anti-government father directing his fate.

All the Answers by Kate Messner
Twelve-year-old Ava finds an old pencil in
her family's junk drawer and discovers,
during a math test, that it will answer
factual questions, so she and her best
friend Sophie have a great time--and Ava
grows in self-confidence--until the pencil
reveals a truth about her family that Ava
would rather not know.

Bouncing Back by Scott Ostler
Thirteen-year-old Carlos dominated the
basketball court until a car accident left
him paralyzed. He reluctantly joins a
wheelchair-basketball team and is soon
caught up in the positive competitive
spirit. When the mayor decides to shut
down the gym, effectively ending Carlos'
basketball career, Carlos works to save
his gym and help take his team to the
state championship.

Gregor the Overlander*
by Suzanne Collins
When Gregor's toddler sister accidentally
tumbles into an air duct in the laundry
room, he follows after her, and the pair find
themselves in an entirely different world.
Desperate to leave "Underland," where
humans are overpowered by giant rats,
cockroaches and bats, Gregor starts to
plan their escape.

The Misfits Club by Kieran Crowley
As member of "The Misfits Club," five
friends are always looking for adventure.
But in their sleepy hometown, nothing
much ever happens. When the kids
convince their newest club member to
investigate an abandoned house, they
stumble upon a mystery surrounding
stolen goods that will take them on the
adventure they've been hoping for.
Rebound by Kwame Alexander
Companion to The Crossover: In the
summer of 1988, twelve-year-old Chuck
Bell is sent to stay with his grandparents,
where he discovers jazz and basketball
and learns more about his family's past.
The Van Gogh Deception
by Deron R. Hicks
A boy is found wandering in the National
Gallery in Washington, DC. He has no idea
of who he is or how he got there, but he
does know a lot about art. When it turns
out that he is being pursued by a gang of
criminals who want to stop him from
telling what he knows and ruining their
scheme, the adventure begins!

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone*
by J.K. Rowling
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of
his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a
great destiny proves his worth while
attending Hogwarts School for Wizards
and Witches.

A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen
When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her
mother, and her brother are trapped on
the eastern side, while her father, and her
other brother are in the West--four years
later, now twelve, Gerta sees her father on
the western side and realizes he wants her
to risk her life trying to tunnel to freedom.
Full Cicada Moon by Marilyn Hilton
In 1969, 11-year-old Mimi moves with her
African American father and Japanese
mother to a small town in Vermont, and it
seems like her appearance is the only
thing people notice. Mimi is suspended for
refusing to follow the school's rule that
girls take home economics and boys take
shop. Will the classmates who have made
Mimi feel singled out come to her defense?
Nathan Hale‘s Hazardous Tales*
by Nathan Hale
Each of the books in Nathan Hale's
Hazardous Tales has elements of the
strange but true and is presented in an
engaging, funny format, highlighting the
larger-than-life characters that pop up in
real history.

The Trials of Morrigan Crow*
by Jessica Townsend
Cursed to die on her eleventh birthday,
Morrigan Crow hopes to avoid her fate by
earning a position in the Wundrous
Society and thereby securing a safe home
in a magical land called Nevermoor. But
first she must compete against hundreds
of other children in four very dangerous
trials.

Spy Runner by Eugene Yelchin
In 1953 the Cold War is beginning to get
serious, and Jake McCauley is on high alert
when a Russian boarder moves into his
home. When Mr. Shubin reveals he knew
his dad, who's still Missing in Action from
WWII, Jake knows he has to take
whatever risks come to get to the bottom
of this mystery.

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon
by Grace Lin
Young Minli lives with her parents in a very
poor Chinese village. They work hard and
never get ahead. Determined to help her
family, Minli sets out alone on a quest to
seek advice. On her journey, she meets
mythical creatures, which add to the
fantasy and folklore of the story.

The Glass Sentence by S.E. Grove
The Great Disruption of 1799 flung each
continent into different time periods, and
the magical mapmaking “cartologers” are
in high demand. Sophia's famous
cartologer uncle is kidnapped and to find
him and her long-lost partents, she must
find a map that also tracks the correct
chronological memories of the whole
world.

*Part of a series

Framed* by James Ponti
In Washington, D.C., twelve-year-old
Florian Bates, a consulting detective for
the FBI, and his best friend Margaret help
thwart the biggest art heist in United
States history.
Murder is Bad Manners* by Robin Stevens
In the 1930s Sherlock Holmes is all the
rage, especially with best friends Daisy
Wells and Hazel Wong. No sooner do
Hazel and Daisy create a Detective
Society than the dead body of their
teacher is found in the school. The girls
are on the case and try to solve the
murder
without
destroying
their
friendship.
Poached* by Stewart Gibbs
When Teddy Fitzroy is blamed for
kidnapping Kazoo the Koala, Teddy
realizes he must find and bring Kazoo
back to FunJungle--or else Teddy will be
sent to juvie as a koala-napper.
Riley Mack and Other Known Criminals
by Chris Grabenstein
When twelve-year-old Riley Mack's
mother is accused of stealing $4,000, he
and his friends overcome many obstacles
in their attempt to uncover the real
thieves.
Swindle* by Gordon Korman
After an unscrupulous collector cons him
out of a valuable baseball card, Griffin
Bing puts together a band of misfits to
break into Palomino's heavily guarded
store and steal the card back.

Fog Diver* by Joel Ross
On a future Earth smothered by an
oppressive fog, small communities form
on the highest mountaintops, the only
place where the deadly Fog can't reach.
But Chess is immune to the dangers of the
Fog. When his power is discovered by evil
Lord Kodoc, Chess is forced to flee and
embarks on a thrilling adventure aboard
an airship to defeat the sinister lord.
Last Day on Mars Kevin Emerson
In 2213 Earth has been incinerated by the
sun. The last humans live on Mars, and
everyone is preparing for a 150-year
journey to Aaru-5. Disaster strikes when
the Scorpius leaves without Liam and
Phoebe and they have to use newly
discovered alien technology to catch up
to the ship and relay important
information that humanity needs to
survive.

Bomb by Steve Sheinkin
In 1938, German chemist Otto Hahn found
that uranium atoms split when put next to
radioactive material. This is the story of
what happened when word got out, and
physicists and chemists across the world
raced to find a way to make a bomb by
splitting the atom.
I Got This by Laura Hernandez
Olympic gymnast Laurie Hernandez tells
her story of growing up with a dream and
the training and sacrifices she made to
get her gold medal.
I Will Always Write Back by Caitlin
Alifirenka, Martin Ganda, & Liz Welch
Presents a true story of how twelve-yearold Caitlin Alifirenka from Pennsylvania
became a pen pal with Martin Ganda, who
lives in Zimbabwe. Describes how the
letters they exchanged changed both of
their lives and led to a lifelong friendship.
No Summit Out of Sight
by Jordan Romero
Presents the story of Jordan Romero, who
at the age of thirteen became the
youngest person to reach the summit of
Mount Everest, and at age fifteen, had
reached the summits of the world's seven
highest mountains.
Path to the Stars by Sylvia Acevedo
When tragedy strikes during a meningitis
outbreak
in
her
underprivileged
neighborhood, Sylvia Acevedo turns to
the Girl Scouts, which gives her the
fortitude to become a rocket scientist
and eventually CEO of the Girl Scouts of
the USA.
Pi in the Sky by Wendy Mass
As the youngest son of the Supreme
Overlord of the Universe, Joss is forced to
become a pie deliverer. These pies
contain the secrets of the universe and
are essential to the formation of new star
systems. When an Earth girl spots one of
the pies and that star system is
destroyed, she and Joss must work to
rebuild it one piece at a time
Tesla’s Attic* by Neal Shusterman
A new house and a new attic hold untold
mysteries for Nick and his friends. The
attic was Nikola Tesla's storehouse for his
final invention. Unfortunately a garage
sale scatters the pieces of the invention
and Nick must reassemble the items and
keep them safe before they fall into the
wrong hands.
We’re Not From Here by Geoff Rodkey
Mars refugees cannot return to Earth so
they migrate to the planet Choom
inhabited by the mosquito-looking Zhuri.
A young boy and his family struggle to fit
in on a planet where they are the aliens,
and despite their efforts, the Zhuri just
don't like humans.

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook
by Leslie Connor
Due to the kindness of the warden, 11year-old Perry Cook lives in the Blue River
Co-Ed Correctional Facility where his
mother is an inmate. When a new district
attorney finds out Perry is living in prison,
Perry is placed in a foster home.
Desperate to reunite with his mother,
Perry tries to find out why his mom was
jailed in the first place.
Front Desk by Kelly Yang
Mia Tang and her immigrant parents are
not exactly living the American dream
since moving here from China--they live
in the Calivista Motel, and Mia must tend
to its guests. Mia wants to become a
writer, but her mother is being very
discouraging because she is better at
math and English is not her first language.
Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World
by Ashley Herring Blake
A tornado rips through town and, in
demolishing her family's home, flings Ivy
Aberdeen's secret notebook of drawings
of girls holding hands she knows not
where. Those drawings begin showing up
in Ivy's locker with notes telling her she
should open up about her identity, and Ivy
dares to hope they are from the girl she
has developed a crush on.
Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds
A collection of ten unique yet connected
short stories that follow children walking
to their homes from the same school. As
they come up with plans and discuss the
problems of the day, each story--one per
block--sees the struggles children face.
Towers Falling by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Fifth-grader Deja lives with her family in
a shelter in New York City. When her
teacher gives her class assignments
related to the attacks on the Twin Towers,
Deja wonders why she should care so
much about something that happened
before she was even born. But as she
investigates, she learns things about her
friends and her family she never
imagined.

YOUR SUMMER READING
ASSIGNMENT:
& Read at least two
books of your choice.
& Fill out the “Entering
Sixth Grade Summer
Reading” sheet on the
next page.
& Print the sheet and
bring it with you on
the first day of school.

Entering Sixth Grade Summer Reading 2020
Please complete this sheet and bring it with you on the first day of school.
Name ____________________________________________________________
Homeroom __________________________________

What was your favorite book you read this summer?
____________________________________
Rate that book by coloring in 1 to 5 stars: 1= did not enjoy it and 5=loved it!

In the space below, write what you think is the message of the book
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
What other books did you read this summer? Rate them as well.
1. _______________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________

Parent Signature ________________________________________________________

