Your job this summer is to read TWO
books you have not read before.
Use this list to get ideas!
This list is made up of recommendations
from current seventh graders and from the
middle school librarian.

Your Summer Reading Assignment is at
the bottom of the list.

Realistic Fiction
13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson
When seventeen-year-old Ginny receives a packet of mysterious
envelopes from her favorite aunt, she leaves New Jersey to crisscross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that transforms her life.
Booked by Kwame Alexander
Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon
learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home,
stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams.
Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass
Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at Moon Shadow, an isolated
campground, to watch a total eclipse of the sun; but soon they
begin to learn a great deal about themselves, each other, and the
universe.

Heat by Mike Lupica
Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social
services after being banned from playing Little League baseball
because rival coaches doubt he is only twelve years old and he
has no parents to offer them proof.
Notes on a Near-Life Experience by Olivia Birdsall
Fifteen-year-old Mia feels like a ghost watching her own life when
her parents' arguments escalate into a separation, triggering
counseling sessions, strange behavior in her brother and sister,
and a new connection with her brother's best friend.
One for the Murphys by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Carley struggles with being open to love after she suffers a
betrayal that forces her to move in with a foster family.

The Greatest Zombie Movie Ever Made by Jeff Strand
After producing three horror films that went mostly ignored on
YouTube, Justin and his filmmaking buddies decide it's time to
make something epic.

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant,
impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers a
technological device that will allow her to speak for the first time.

Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead
As Bridge makes her way through seventh grade on Manhattan's
Upper West Side with her best friends, curvacious Em, crusader
Tab, and a curious new friend, she finds the answers she has been
seeking.

Schooled by Gordon Korman
Cap lives in isolation with his grandmother, a former hippie; but
when she falls from a tree and breaks her hip, Cap is sent to a
foster home where he has his first experience in a public school.

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an
amputee, she returns to school with a prosthetic limb and her track
team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of running
again.
Runt by V.M. Caldwell
Although he tries to make a home with his older sister and her
boyfriend after his mother's death, twelve-year-old Runt feels like
an outsider until a young cancer patient and his family show him
how life can become more meaningful.
Taste Test by Kelly Fiore
While attending a New Hampshire culinary academy, North Carolina
high schooler Nora suspects someone of sabotaging the
academy's televised cooking competition.
The Ghosts of Tupelo Landing (series) by Sheila Turnage
When Miss Lana accidentally buys a haunted inn at the Tupelo
Landing town auction, Desperado Detectives--aka Mo LoBeau and
her best friend Dale--opens up a paranormal division to solve the
ghost's identity before the town's big 250th anniversary bash.

Fantasy & Science Fiction
Cinder (series) by Marissa Meyer
Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is
blamed by her stepmother for her stepsister's illness while a
deadly plague decimates the population of New Beijing, but when
Cinder's life gets intertwined with Prince Kai's, she finds herself
at the center of an intergalactic struggle.
Divergent (series) by Veronica Roth
In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose
among five predetermined factions to define her identity for the
rest of her life, a decision made more difficult when she
discovers that she is an anomaly who does not fit into any one
group, and that the society she lives in is not perfect after all.
Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin
After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds
herself in a place that is both like and unlike Earth, where she
must adjust to her new status and figure out how to "live.
Ender’s Game (series) by Orson Scott Card
Young Ender Wiggin may prove to be the military genius Earth
needs to fight a desperate battle against a deadly alien race that
will determine the future of the human race.
The Eye of Minds (series) by James Dashner
Michael is a skilled internet gamer in a world of advanced
technology. When a cyber-terrorist begins to threaten players,
Michael is called upon to seek him and his secrets out
Gone (series) by Michael Grant
In a small town on the coast of California, everyone over the age
of fourteen suddenly disappears, setting up a battle between the
remaining town residents and the students from a local private
school, as well as those who have "The Power" and are able to
perform supernatural feats and those who do not.
H.I.V.E. (series) by Mark Walden
Thirteen-year-old orphan Otto Malpense, identified as a boy with
a special talent for villainy, is kidnapped and taken to the remote
Higher Institute of Villainous Education, or H.I.V.E., where he is
enrolled in a six-year training program and immediately begins
formulating a plan to escape.

Harry Potter (series) by J.K. Rowling
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a
young boy with a great destiny proves his worth while attending
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

The Ruins of Gorlan (series) by John Flanagan
When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battleschool, he
becomes the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious Ranger Halt,
and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger.

Hero by Mike Lupica
Fourteen-year-old Zach learns he has the same special abilities
as his father, who was the president's globe-trotting
troubleshooter until "the Bads" killed him, and now Zach must
decide whether to use his powers in the same way at the risk of
his own life.

Uglies (series) by Scott Westerfeld
Tally is faced with a difficult choice when her new friend Shay
decides to risk life on the outside rather than submit to the
forced operation that turns sixteen year old girls into gorgeous
beauties, and realizes that there is a whole new side to the
pretty world that she doesn't like.

The Hobbit (series) by J.R.R. Tolkien
Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably
in his hobbit-hole until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf
chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may
never return.

The Young Elites (series) by Marie Lu
Adelina Amouteru survived the blood fever, a deadly illness that
killed many, but left others with strange markings and
supernatural powers. Cast out by her family, Adelina joins the
secret society of the Young Elites and discovers her own
dangerous abilities.

Legend (series) by Marie Lu
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring
nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a famous criminal, and prodigy
June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they
have a common enemy.
Life as We Knew it (series) by Susan Beth Pfeffer
Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her
family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing
worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.
The Maze Runner (series) by James Dashner
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle
of a maze and realizes he must work with the community in
which he finds himself if he is to escape.
Ruby Red (series) by Kerstin Gier
Sixteen-year-old Gwyneth Shepherd unexpectedly travels through
time to the eighteenth century, and she must find out why her
mother lied about her date of birth to hide her ability, research
her history, and work with Gideon, another time traveler.

Mystery
Buzz Kill by Beth Fantaskey
Seventeen-year-old Millie joins forces with her classmate,
gorgeous but mysterious Chase Colton, to try to uncover who
murdered head football coach "Hollerin' Hank" Killdare--and
why.
Down the Rabbit Hole (series) by Peter Abrahams
Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader Ingrid Levin-Hill
uses her intellect to solve a murder case in her home town of
Echo Falls.
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs Basil E. Frankweiler by EL
Koningsburg
Two suburban children run away from their Connecticut home
and go to New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art, where their
ingenuity enables them to live in luxury.

Non-Fiction

Historical Fiction

Cartoon History of the United States by Larry Gonick
Humorous illustrations outline major events in American history,
from the arrival of English colonists in 1585 through the Persian
Gulf War.

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel
spies for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.

Dare to Disappoint by Ozge Samanci
As a child in Izmir, Turkey in the 1980 and 90s, Samanci
watched her country struggle between its traditional religious
heritage and the new secular westernized world. This graphic
memoir shows how Ozge dared to overcome both her family and
her country's expectations to find happiness by being an artist.
Eleven Seconds by Travis Roy
Travis Roy recounts how his life has changed since a freak
accident in 1995 in his first Boston University hockey game that
left him paralyzed from the neck down.
The Extraordinary Suzy Wright by Teri Kanefield
A biography of Suzy Wright, a Quaker poet and political activist
who helped settle the Pennsylvania frontier and exerted
considerable influence in the highest circles of Pennsylvania
government.
Follow Your Money by Kevin Sylvester
What happens to your money after you hand it to the cashier?
This lively, kid-friendly book answers these questions and more.
Humorous illustrations demystify the process by providing a
visual breakdown of all the elements involved in monetary
transactions. Accessible and fun, Follow Your Money is a vital
introduction to the way money flows.
One Dead Spy : the life, times, and last words of Nathan Hale,
America's most famous spy by Nathan Hale (no relation)
Retells, in graphic novel format, the history of the author's
namesake, an officer and spy for the American rebels during the
Revolutionary War, revealing facts about Nathan Hale's earlier
days at Yale and his unlucky experiences as an military officer.
We Will Not Be Silent: the White Rose student resistance
movement that defied Adolf Hitler by Russell Freedman
The true story of the White Rose, a group of students in Nazi
Germany who were active undercover agents of the resistance
movement against Hitler and his regime.

The Escape (Henderson's Boys series) by Robert Muchamore
During the summer of 1940, Hitler's army advances toward Paris,
causing millions of French civilians to flee; meanwhile, British spy Charles
Henderson, with the help of a twelve-year-old French orphan, searches
for two British children who are being hunted by German agents.
The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine
Twelve-year-old Marlee develops a strong friendship with Liz, the new
girl in school, but when Liz suddenly stops attending school and Marlee
hears a rumor that her friend is actually an African American girl passing
herself off as white, the two young girls must decide whether their
friendship is worth taking on integration and the dangers it could bring
to their families.
Pie by Sarah Weeks
Alice's Aunt Polly passes away and entrusts the recipe for her worldfamous pie crust to her cat, which she leaves in Alice's care, and as
everyone, including Alice, tries to discover the secret ingredients, Alice
learns some important lessons about faith, love, and family.

Action & Adventure
Neil Flambe and the Marco Polo Murders by Kevin Sylvester
Fourteen-year-old master chef and budding detective Neil Flambe, eyed
as a prime suspect by the Vancouver police, rushes to solve a case in
which some of the best chefs in town are turning up dead and the killer
is leaving cryptic clues.
The Recruit (series) by Robert Muchamore
James becomes a part of the highly secretive organization, CHERUB, a
group of teens whose mission is to spy on terrorists and international
drug dealers, hack into computers, and download crucial information for
the government.
Stormbreaker (series) by Anthony Horowitz
After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-yearold Alex Rider is coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for
Britain's intelligence agency, MI6.

Your Summer
Reading Assignment
Please print out and complete the last
page of the summer reading list. The
document can also be found as a file called 7th
Grade Summer Reading Assignment” below
this list.

You will have to talk about the best
book you read this summer, choose a
quotation that made you love it, and
figure out who you would recommend
it to. Then, rank some other books
you read this summer and liked!
This assignment is due on the first
day of school!

This assignment is due on the first day of school!

Parent Signature: ___________________________________

Name: _____________________________________

Title: _______________________________

Title: _______________________________

Title: _______________________________

Title: _______________________________

Rate the books other books you read this summer!

!
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!

3. Who do you think would enjoy reading this book?

2. What was your favorite line or quotation from that book (please give a direct quotation, with page numbers)?

1. What was the best book you read this summer?

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
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Summer Reading 2016

