Please read (at least) two books of your choice this summer. This list is recommendations from sixth graders and
their school librarian. See the back of this page for the rest of your Summer Reading assignment.

Alabama Moon¹ by Watt Key
Ten-year-old Moon Blake is thrust into a world
of unknown when his "Pap" dies of an infection
in the Alabama wilderness. Though Moon's
contact with humans for the past 10 years has
been limited to occasional trips from the
mountains to the village, he is forced to
navigate alone to Alaska where he begins a
new life without the opinions of his antigovernment father directing his fate.

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell

Left stranded in the Amazon jungle when their
plane crashes on their way back to England
from Manaus, Brazil, four children struggle to
survive for days until one of them finds a map
that leads them to a ruined city and a secret
hidden among the vines.

Hatchet¹ by Gary Paulsen
After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian
spends fifty-four days in the wilderness,
learning to survive initially with only the aid of
a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning
also to survive his parents' divorce.

Outlaw by Stephen Davies

Keeper of the Lost Cities¹ by Shannon
Messenger
At age twelve, Sophie learns that the
remarkable abilities that have always caused
her to stand out identify her as an elf, and
after being brought to Eternalia to hone her
skills, discovers that she has secrets buried in
her memory for which some would kill.

Harry Potter¹ series by JK Rowling
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his
aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great
destiny proves his worth while attending
Hogwarts School for Wizards and Witches.

Savvy¹ by Ingrid Law
Each member of the Beaumont family acquires
a supernatural talent (“savvy”) on their 13th
birthday. With her 13th birthday quickly
approaching, Mibs is excited to find out what
her savvy will be. But just before the big day,
Poppa is in a terrible accident and now all Mibs
wants is a savvy that will save him. After this
extraordinary adventure - full of talking tattoos
and a kidnapping - not a soul on board will ever
be the same.

After getting kicked out of his British boarding
school Jake joins his sister and ambassador
father in Africa. Soon, Jake and his sister are
abducted by an outlaw linked to an international
terrorist organization bent on bringing down the
British Empire. The siblings realize that they are
caught in the middle of something beyond their
control, and they need to fight to save their
lives.

Secondhand Wishes by Anna Staniszewski

Small as an Elephant by Jennifer Richard
Jacobson

The Trials of Morrigan Crow¹ by Jessica
Townsend

Ever since Jack can remember, his mom has
been unpredictable, but Jack never thought his
mom would take off during the night and leave
him at a campground with no way to reach her
and barely enough money for food. Jack knows
by now that he needs to figure things out for
himself - starting with how to get from the
backwoods of Maine to his home in Boston
before anyone catches on.

When middle schooler Lexi discovers four
magic wishing stones in an antique shop and
her first wish actually works, she begins wishing
on the rest of the stones. Unfortunately, the
magic doesn't always work like she wants; this
isn't the first time those wishing stones have
been wished on – and secondhand wishes come
with unexpected consequences!

Born on an unlucky day that leaves her cursed
to die on her 11th birthday, a young girl named
Morrigan Crow hopes to avoid her fate by
earning a position in the Wundrous Society and
thereby securing a safe home in a magical land
called Nevermoor. But first she must compete
against hundreds of other children in four very
dangerous trials.
¹Denotes

there is a sequel or this is the first in a series.

The Button War by Avi
Patryk and Jurek are trying to make their way
in their Russian-occupied Polish village in 1914
when Patryk discovers an old button and Juryk
becomes horribly jealous. As WWI intensifies,
Juryk proposes an exciting dare among their
friends: whoever steals the best button from a
soldier's uniform will become Button King. The
contest is on.

Cracker, the Best Dog in Vietnam by
Cynthia Kadohata
This touching story alternates viewpoints
between a German shepherd dog, Cracker, and
her 17-year-old handler, Rick, as they form a
bond “stalking the enemy” during the Vietnam
War. As Rick and Cracker make their way to
the front line, they work together to detect
booby traps and mines, find the enemy and
rescue POWs.

Grenade by Alan Gratz
In 1945, a young American Marine named Ray
fights his way across the island of Okinawa. On
the same island, a young boy named Hideki has
been taken from school, forced into the service
of the Blood and Iron Student Corp. When the
two come face to face, the choices they make
will affect everything.

Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar
In 1966 New York City, just as Cuban immigrant
fifth-grader Ruthie feels like she's settling into
her new world, she's terribly injured in a car
accident. Confined to her bed in a body cast
for nearly a year, Ruthie struggles with her
loneliness, but finds strength within herself as
she heals.

The Unsung Hero of Birdsong, USA by
Brenda Woods

Twelve-year-old Gabriel gains new perspective
when he becomes friends with Meriwether, an
African American World War II hero who has
recently returned to the unwelcoming Jim Crow
South.

*Refers to Young Reader Edition

ùMature

subject matter

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook

Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed

by Leslie Connor
Perry was born and raised at the Blue River Coed Correctional Facility. His mom is a resident,
and Warden Daugherty has made it possible
for them to be together. That is, until a new
district attorney discovers the truth, and Perry
is forced into a foster home. When Perry
moves to the "outside" world, he is desperate
to be reunited with his mom and goes on a
quest for answers about her past crime.

In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream of being
a teacher even after becoming an indentured
servant to pay off her family's debt to the
wealthy and corrupt Khan family.

Clara Voyant by Rachelle Delaney

When Clara and her mother move to a new
home so her mom can work at developing her
mystical powers, Clara joins the newspaper at
her new school. The editor assigns her to
horoscopes, and when her made-up fortunes
start to come true, Clara is horrified. When a
mystery unfolds at school, Clara has an
opportunity to prove herself as an journalist,
with the help of her own mystical powers.

Murder is Bad Manners¹ by Robin Stevens
Daisy and Hazel are best friends who both love
solving mysteries. When they form their own
(secret!) detective agency, the only problem is
they have nothing to investigate. Once Hazel
discovers the body of their science teacher,
Miss Bell and the body disappears, the girls are
determined to get to the bottom of the crime
before the killer strikes again.

Things Not Seen¹ by Andrew Clements
When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and
finds himself invisible, he, his parents and his
new blind friend Alicia try to find out what
caused his condition and how to reverse it.

The Wig in the Window by Kristen Kittscher
On a night of sleuthing, Sophie and Grace think
they see their weird school counselor, Dr.
Agford (Dr. Awkward) murder someone. It turns
out that she is chopping beets. They continue
to believe that Dr. Agford is up to no good, and
quickly find themselves in a game of cat-andmouse all the while trying to deal with the ups
and downs of middle school.

Apple in the Middle by Dawn Quigley
Apple is biracial and can't seem to be accepted
by either white or Native cultures. One summer,
her father sends her to spend time on an Indian
Reservation to engage with her Native
American relatives. Reluctantly, she tries to find
a connection and learn more about her heritage
and runs into her mother’s past.

Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World by
Ashley Herring Blake
A tornado rips through town and demolishes her
home, flinging Ivy’s secret notebook of
drawings of girls holding hands into the world.
Those drawings begin showing up in Ivy's locker
with notes telling her she should open up about
her identity, and Ivy dares to hope they are
from the girl she has developed a crush on.

Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon
Caleb Franklin and his younger brother, Bobby
Gene, spend an extraordinary summer with their
new, older neighbor, Styx Malone, a foster boy
from the city.

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman
The Unteachables are a class of misfits,
delinquents, and academic train wrecks. Mr.
Kermit is the most burned-out teacher in all of
Greenwich. Once a rising star, his career was
shattered by a cheating scandal that still
haunts him. When Mr. Kermit is assigned their
class, the Unteachables never thought they'd
find a teacher who had a worse attitude than
they did. And Mr. Kermit never thought he would
actually care about teaching again.

The Magician and the Spirits by Deborah Noyes

Dreaming in Code by Emily Arnold McCully
Ada Lovelace is called the first computer
programmer. This biography describes her
analytical nature and her challenging education.
She worked with Charles Babbage whose ideas
were revolutionary, but it was Ada who had the
vision of the future potential of his designs.

Life on Surtsey by Loree Griffin Burns
In 1963, a volcano fifteen miles off the shore
of Iceland erupted under the sea resulting in a
brand-new island. Scientists immediately
recognized the island Surtsey as an opportunity
to observe the way life takes hold. This book
follows an entomologist on a trip to Surtsey
where he has studied the arrival and survival of
insects and other species since 1970.

Examines Harry Houdini's search for the truth behind
spiritual mediums and séances in which he explored
whether mediums were merely charlatans employing
magical tricks like he does, or if there was truth to
their claims.

Boy at the End of the World by Greg Van
Eekhout
Fisher, the last boy on earth, is born from a
survival pod after humankind ceased to exist.
With a robot named Click as his only
companion, Fisher struggles to survive an
altered and dangerous world, and to discover
if he really is all alone on Earth.

Circus Galacticus by Deva Fagan
Trix's life as an orphan charity case has been
hard but when an alluring young Ringmaster
invites her, a gymnast, to join Circus Galacticus,
she gains an entire universe of deadly enemies
and potential friends, along with a chance to
unravel secrets of her own past.

Last Kids on Earth by Max Brallier
Ever since the monster apocalypse hit town,
13-year-old Jack Sullivan has been living in his
tree house, which he's armed with catapults
and a moat, not to mention video games and
an endless supply of Oreos and Mountain Dew.
But Jack alone is no match for the hordes of
Zombies and Winged Wretches and Vine
Thingies, and Blarg. So Jack builds a team of
his friends to help him slay Blarg and achieve
the ultimate Feat of Apocalyptic Success.

Space Case¹ by Stuart Gibbs
Twelve-year-old, “Dash Gibson, like the other
kids living on Moon Base Alpha, is famous for
being one of the first people to live on the
Moon—and he is bored. The base is cramped
and all he has to do all day is homework and
virtual reality games. Then one day base
scientist Dr. Holtz is found dead on the lunar
surface. Dash suspects foul play, but no one
believes him. He will have to investigate the
death himself.

We’re Not From Here by Geoff Rodkey
Mars refugees cannot return to Earth so they
migrate to the planet Choom inhabited by the
mosquito-looking Zhuri. A young boy and his
family struggle while trying to fit in on a planet
where they are the aliens, and despite their
efforts, the Zhuri just don’t like humans. The
boy, Lan Mifune, tries to impress his insectoid
classmates at school, but they are tired of
humans’ emotions and war and want nothing to
do with him. If he and his family are to survive,
they must find a way of changing the Zhuris’
minds.

Poetry Speaks Who I am by Elise Paschen
This book is filled with more than 100 remarkable
poems about you, who you are, and who you are
becoming. Find the poem you love, the one that
makes you angry, the one that makes you laugh, the
one that knocks the wind out of you, and become a
part of the book by adding your own poem.

Something Rotten by Heather L Montgomery

Follows wildlife researcher Heather L. Montgomery
as she studies roadkill around the world and
discusses the notable scientific discoveries that
have been made by examining types of animal
carcasses.

• Read (at least) two books of
your choice
• Fill out the Sixth Grade
Summer Reading Assignment
(on the next page) and bring
it with you on the first day
of school.

Entering Sixth Grade Summer Reading 2019
Please complete this sheet and bring it with you on the first day of school.
Name ____________________________________________________________
Homeroom __________________________________

What was your favorite book you read this summer?
____________________________________
Rate that book by coloring in 1 to 5 stars: 1= did not enjoy it and 5=loved it!

In the space below, write what you think is the message of the book
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
What other books did you read this summer? Rate them as well.
1. _______________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________

Parent Signature ________________________________________________________

